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SAVE THE DATE!!
• Oct. 25 - Specialist Certifi cation Examination

•  Sept. 15 - NCBA appreciation BBQ at Pioneer Park, 
free fun & fun.  More info to follow in September.

• Sept. 15-18 - The State Bar of California 84th 
Annual Meeting in Long Beach.

Do you have an article 
or news of interest? 

Submit to Helen Cavanaugh
Helen.cavanaugh@nevadacountycourts.com

Job Posting
COUNTY COUNSEL

County of Nevada, CA
Salary: $150,340 per year. 

Retirement benefi ts of 2.7% @ 55.

The County of Nevada currently seeks qualifi ed candidates 
for the position of County Counsel, with overall 
responsibility for the activities of the County Counsel’s 
Offi ce. The incumbent will provide professional legal 
services and advice to the Board of Supervisors, the County 
Executive Offi cer, County departments, special districts 
and commissions on civil and administrative legal matters. 
Open until fi lled with a fi rst cut-off date of Wednesday, 
August 24, 2011. For complete job description and how to 
apply, please contact www.mynevadacounty.com, or call 
Human Resources at 530-265-1225 (opt 1).

News Release 
May 25, 2011

Attorney General Kamala D. Harris Subpoenas Loan 
Processor LPS in Wide-Ranging Probe of Mortgage and 
Foreclosure Practices
 LOS ANGELES - Attorney General Kamala D. Harris 
today announced she has subpoenaed Lender Processing 
Services, Inc. (LPS), as part of her continuing probe into 
“robosigning” of mortgage documents and other illegal 
activities in the mortgage servicing industry, especially 
misconduct affecting borrowers facing, or in the midst of, 
foreclosure. 
 Robosigning is the practice of signing documents 
used by banks or mortgage servicing companies to 
foreclose on borrowers without verifying their accuracy - 
often thousands of different documents signed by a single 
individual per day. In many cases, the robosigners don’t 
even read or understand the document they are signing. 
 “California homeowners have been exposed to fraud 
and crime at every step of the mortgage process,” said 
Attorney General Harris. “Justice demands we come to 
their aid and a key step in that is to investigate robosigning 
and the potential for inaccurate or unjust foreclosures.” 
 Former LPS employees have testifi ed that LPS 
designees “robosigned” foreclosure documents. LPS 
prepared and recorded these foreclosure documents 
on behalf of many of the largest mortgage lenders and 
servicers in the country. 
 The Attorney General’s investigative subpoena 
requires LPS to produce documents and provide written 
answers to questions from the Attorney General’s offi ce. 

Comings and Goings
The Northern California Offi ce of Colantuono & 
Levin Has Moved!

Colantuono & Levin, P.C.
11364 Pleasant Valley Road

Penn Valley, CA  95946-9000
(530) 432-7359 (voice)
(530) 432-7356 (fax)

continued on page 3
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Need a treatise the Law Library 
doesn’t  have locally?

It can be ordered through Sacramento 
with a few days wait.

SCRAMx - 24/7 Alcohol Monitoring for your DUI
                     o�enders or family court custody cases

Visit our website at www.intercepto�endermonitoring.com

Ask us about our FREE monthly CLE “Substance Abuse Classes”

(916) 834-7290
SACRAMENTO

(775) 323-8273
RENO & NORTHERN NEVADA

Also has house arrest capabilities

Meets FRYE-DAUBERT Standard

NO SECONDARY TESTING REQUIRED!

ALTERNATIVE TO INCARCERATION
INTERCEPT OFFENDER MONITORING PROGRAM

Malpractice Insurance

Nevada County’s only insurance brokerage
specializing in legal malpractice insurance.

Our goal is to save you money
 while keeping it simple.

Over 25 years serving all your insurance needs.

Nielsen & Geenty Insurance
530-273-0300  •  www.NielsenGeenty.com

License # 0D12175

You Need to Know from the California Bar Journal

Legal specialist exam set for October
 The certifi ed legal specialist exam will be given 
October 25 in Pasadena and Oakland. Attorneys with three 
or more years of experience may sit for the exam in one 
of 13 areas of law: admiralty and maritime; appellate, 
civil; appellate, criminal; bankruptcy; criminal law, 
state; criminal law, federal; estate planning, trust and 
probate; family; franchise and distribution; immigration 
and nationality; legal malpractice; taxation; and workers’ 
compensation. 
 Certifi cation is a two-step process. In addition to 
passing the exam, specialists must demonstrate a high level 
of experience in the specialty fi eld, practice in the specialty 
for fi ve years (though they can take the test at three years), 
fulfi ll ongoing education requirements, and be favorably 
evaluated by other attorneys and judges familiar with their 
work. 
 Attorneys will have at least 18 months after passing the 
exam to complete these requirements, but they can begin 
tracking requirements for this portion of the process from 
their fi rst day in practice using sample applications located 
on the website under each area of law.
 The registration deadline for the exam is Sept. 26. 
The exam, given every other year, consists of 75 multiple-
choice questions and eight short essays. For a limited time, 
new specialties in admiralty and legal malpractice have 
an alternate route to certifi cation, replacing the exam with 
additional requirements. In addition, immigration and 
nationality standards have been updated to accommodate 
practice realities for business immigration lawyers.

The State Bar of California 
84th Annual Meeting

September 15-18, 2011
Long Beach, California

Key Deadlines
Aug. 17 - Hotel Reservation Deadline
Aug. 17 - Early Bird Pre-Registration Deadline   
    (Save $100)
Aug. 24 - Pre-Registration Deadline

See Essential Information for what you need to know! 
And REGISTER ONLINE now!

WWW.CALBAR.ORG/ANNUALMEETING 
OR TELEPHONE 415-538-2210
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ADR Section: 
We are taking a break from meetings for now. Please 
contact Rosemary at (530) 265-3062 or rmetrailer@
metrailer.com with any questions or suggestions for 
future programs.

 

NEW FAMILY LAW PRACTICE 
LAUNCHES IN TRUCKEE 

    

 
 

 
Divorce • Separation • Custody • Support • 

Premarital Agreements • Parentage 
 
 

530.582.4595 
Jennifer@jmschallerlaw.com 

 
 

www.jmschallerlaw.com 

Law Office of  
Jennifer M. Schaller 

 
Serving the family law needs  
of the Truckee & North Lake 

Tahoe communities 

News Release continued
The time period covered by the subpoena runs from Jan. 
1, 2007, until just before the compliance date, which is no 
later than June 24 of this year. 
 LPS, based in Jacksonville, Fla., with several offi ces in 
California, provides loan management services to mortgage 
lenders, including document preparation services and a 
software platform used by much of the mortgage industry. 
According to its website, LPS systems are used for 
servicing over 50% of all mortgages in the United States 
and more than 80 fi nancial institutions contract with LPS 
to service more than 30 million loans with an outstanding 
principal balance exceeding $4.5 trillion. 
 Attorney General Harris warned that the risks posed 
by robosigning are particularly dangerous in non-judicial 
foreclosure states such as California, where the courts 
typically are not involved in overseeing the foreclosure 
process. 
 On Monday, Attorney General Harris announced the 
creation of a Mortgage Fraud Strike Force, staffed by two 
dozen Department of Justice attorneys and investigators 
to monitor and prosecute violations at every step of the 
mortgage process, from the origination of mortgage loans 
to the marketing of mortgage-backed securities to the 
investing public. 

--
 You may view the full account of this posting, including 
possible attachments, in the News & Alerts section of 
the State Attorney General’s website at: http://ag.ca.gov/
newsalerts/release.php?id=2095

Revised ADA Requirements
The U.S. Department of Justice recently issued a new 
technical assistance document on the 2010 revised ADA 
requirements for service animals. This document is 
available at: http://www.ada.gov/service_animals_2010.
htm

Survey Results
The Nevada County Bar Association has surveyed 
its members, and more than 90 percent of those who 
responded said that they favor the construction of a 
new Nevada County Courthouse at the current site in 
Nevada City.  
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Have A Hearing
“Down The Hill”

You Can’t Make?

CARLA JOHANSEN, Esq.
Available for Appearances

FAMILY LAW
BANKRUPTCY COURT

CIVIL MATTERS
in 

Sacramento, Placer 
and surrounding Counties

(530) 205-6211
CJ@TimeForALawyer.com

222 Church St., Nevada City
2000 Larkin Way, Sacramento

Dispute? Resolution!

Judge Albert P. 
Dover (ret.)

Please call: (530) 265-2235 
or email at al@adrwithdover.com

Visit the website for information on 
rates, fees, and services:

w w w . a d r w i t h d o v e r . c o m

Grant Contract Awards

The Judicial Council of California has approved the award 
of grant contracts for the following pilot projects under the 
subject Request for Proposals:

Bar Association of San Francisco Voluntary Legal Services 
Program and Superior Court of the City and County of San 
Francisco for a pilot project to provide legal representation 
and court services in child custody cases .............$350,000 

Greater Bakersfi eld Legal Assistance and Superior 
Court of Kern County for a pilot project to provide legal 
representation and court services in child housing cases 
..............................................................................$560,043

Legal Aid Society of San Diego and Superior Court of 
San Diego County for a pilot project to provide legal 
representation and court services in housing and child 
custody cases.
Housing Pilot Project  .......................................$1,873,919
Child Custody Pilot Project  ................................$700,000

Legal Aid Society of Santa Barbara County and Superior 
Court of Santa Barbara County for a pilot project to 
provide legal representation and court services in housing 
and probate guardianship cases.
Housing Pilot Project  ..........................................$465,439
Probate Guardianship Pilot Project  .....................$482,981

Legal Services of Northern California and Superior Court 
of Sacramento County and Superior Court of Yolo County 
for a pilot project to provide legal representation and court 
services in housing case   ..................................$1,408,077

Los Angeles Center for Law and Justice and Superior 
Court of Los Angeles County for a pilot project to provide 
legal representation and court services in child custody/
domestic violence cases  ......................................$850,000

Neighborhood Legal Services of Los Angeles County and 
Superior Court of Los Angeles County for a pilot project to 
provide legal representation and court services in housing 
cases.   ...............................................................$2,809,601

For those Qualifi ed Legal Services Agencies selected for 
pilot project grant contracts, the AOC’s Project Manager, 
Bonnie Hough, will be contacting you after the beginning 
of July to discuss fi nalizing the required grant contracts.

For those agencies, and their partner courts, not selected 
for a pilot project grant contract, the Sargent Shriver 
Civil Counsel Act Implementation Committee and the 
Administrative Offi ce of the Courts thanks you for your 
interest and efforts in submitting proposals.

GOLD COUNTRY ESTATE 
PLANNING COUNCIL 

The Gold Country Estate Planning Council 
meets monthly at 11:45 am – 1:15 pm, every fi rst 
Wednesday.  The luncheon meetings are held at 
the Trolley Junction Café (at the Northern Queen 
Inn) in Nevada City.   All are welcome!  To RSVP 
for the next meeting, please call Terry Brown at 
530-273-1323.  Or check out the website:  www.
estateplanningcouncil.net.
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NCBA Contact Information
OFFICERS

Peter C. Bronson - President
(530) 432-0851, pbronson@pbronsonlaw.com
Jennifer Walters - Vice President
(530) 265-2274, jwalters@virxpress.com
Tom Norton - Secretary
(530) 265-0404
Valerie Logsdon - Treasurer
(530) 272-7207
David Finch - Past President
(530) 477-6400, drfi nch@mediationserv.com

MEMBERS AT LARGE

Michael Cobden
cobdenlaw@gmail.com
Nancy Christie
(530) 913-1845, nancychristie@gmail.com

SECTION & COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Rosemary Metrailer - ADR Section Chair
(530) 265-3062, rmetrailer@metrailer.com
Jennifer Granger - Criminal Law Section Chair
(530) 470-0328
Susan Corcoran - Family Law Section Chair
(530) 264-7014, scorcoran@scorcoranlaw.com
Andy Harris - Fee Arbitration Program Admin.
(530) 272-4250, andy@scottbrowne.com

Judicial Offi cers Nevada City Branch

Department I: Judge Heidelberger
Department II: Judge Thomsen
Department III:  Judge McManus
Department IV:  Presiding Judge Anderson
Department V: Commissioner Y. Durant
Department VI: Judge Dowling

Truckee Branch

Dept. A (Truckee Branch) Judge Tamietti
Dept. B (Truckee Branch) Commissioner

Newsletter

Helen Cavanaugh - Newsletter Editor
(530) 470-2596, 
helen.cavanaugh@nevadacountycourts.com
Toni Holman - Newsletter Layout
toni.holman2@gmail.com
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THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA’S
COMMITTEE ON MANDATORY FEE 
ARBITRATION IS OFFERING TWO 
FEE ARBITRATOR TRAININGS IN 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

REDDING
Thursday, August 18, 2011
2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Redding Chamber of Commerce
747 Auditorium Drive
Redding, CA 96001

SACRAMENTO
Thursday, August 25, 2011
2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Kronick Moskovitz et al.
400 Capitol Mall, 27th Fl.
Sacramento, CA 95814

 These training sessions are offered to all prospective 
and current volunteers who arbitrate attorney-client fee 
disputes for the Mandatory Fee Arbitration Programs 
through the State Bar of California. The course will provide 
the basic training required to serve on a bar program’s fee 
arbitration panel. Non-lawyer (lay) arbitrators, in addition 

Join a Thriving Professional Environment
Three Executive Suites Left!

SUSIE RICHARDS (530) 470-1740

R

High land  Commerc ia l

svnhighland.com

Brand new class A professional offices
Craftsman sytle architecture
Stunning setting in Nevada City Tech Center
Shared conference room
Rents starting at $695
Utilities and operating expenses included
Walking distance to shops and restaurants
Bocceball, basketball and walking trails

to attorneys, are encouraged to attend this valuable training 
session and join the Mandatory Fee Arbitration Program.
 Speakers will address recent developments in fee 
arbitration and other important topics such as:

Writing an Enforceable Award
Statute of Limitations
Effect of Confl icts of Interest
Arbitrator Disclosure Requirements
Controlling the Proceeding

FREE MCLE CREDIT
 Members of the State Bar of California will receive 
2.75 hours Mandatory Continuing Legal Education credit 
(includes 1.0 hour Legal Ethics).
 [The State Bar of California is a State Bar of California 
MCLE approved provider.]
 To reserve a space, please contact Susan Carlson at The 
State Bar of California at susan.carlson@calbar.ca.gov
 For additional information, please call Doug Hull 
(415) 538-2015 at the State Bar of California.
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Need to Change the Way
You Receive the
N.C.B.A. News?

E-mail or US Mail?
Let us Know:

helen.cavanaugh@nevadacountycourts.com


